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From the DG...
In May I attended my final Council Meeting in Adelaide
— three full days of discussion, planning, and
decision‑making. One of the major outcomes was the
passage of a motion designed to strengthen and support
our clubs in recruitment, training, and long‐term
sustainability. The Council of Governors endorsed:

Engaging an external consultant to assist clubs with
recruitment and member development
Multiple District financial assistance for Club
Development Days and the training of club officers
Multiple District financial assistance for the
chartering of new clubs through to 30 June 2029
Multiple District financial assistance to support the
rebuilding of existing clubs through to 30 June 2029



Continued...

Following the Council Meeting, Lyn and I attended the 74th Multiple District
Convention, officially opened by Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson
AC, Governor of South Australia.

The Convention featured several outstanding guest speakers, including:
3rd International Vice President Tony Benbow OAM, who reflected on his year
in office and his international travels
Lion Jarrod Kreft, who delivered an engaging and forward‐looking presentation
on Artificial Intelligence
Past Council Chair Lion David Horne, Chief Executive Officer of Lions Assisted
Dogs, who provided an update on the major redevelopment of the centre

There were also presentations from our various Foundations, along with a wide
range of stalls showcasing their work and projects. However, the highlight of the
Convention was undoubtedly the Leo of the Year and Youth of the Year finals.
Their performances were exceptional, inspiring everyone present and earning
well‐deserved standing ovations.

As this is my final Roar report, I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank
you — our members — for the hospitality, warmth, and friendship you have shown
to Lyn and me throughout our club visits.

To the Cabinet members: thank you for the time, energy, and commitment you
have invested in helping to run our District. I truly believe we have started
something positive, and I hope it continues to grow in the years ahead.

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all. Lyn and I look forward to expressing our
appreciation in person at the District Changeover, to be held at the Yarrawonga
Golf Club on 25 July. Further information will be circulated shortly.

Paul Shortis



The Rochester Lions Club has stepped in to
operate Rochester’s container collection service
following the closure of the town’s previous
collection point, creating a new way for residents
to recycle while helping fund local community
projects. The service officially reopened at the
Lions yard on Baynes Street, where volunteers are
now assisting locals with returning bottles and
cans for recycling.

Volunteers consist of not only Lions members but
also several Work Experience students from the
local school. The funds raised going directly back
into community programs and local support
initiatives rather than private profit. The project
is designed to deliver both environmental and
community benefits.

Since opening, the site has seen a strong response
from residents, with a steady f low of people using
the service in its first few weeks of operation.
Volunteers are hopeful participation will continue
to grow as more people learn about the
convenience of the depot and the positive impact
it has on the town.

The club also expects the operation to expand
over time, with plans to increase the number of
collection bins processed each week as demand
rises. The depot operates six days a week, giving
residents f lexible access to recycle containers
and receive refunds through cash payments,
direct bank deposits, or donations back to the
club.

The initiative ref lects the Rochester Lions Club’s
ongoing commitment to environmental
sustainability, community service, and supporting
local projects that benefit the wider Rochester
community.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61569737724653 

Rochester Lions
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The 2026 YOTY V-Districts State Final was held on 
Saturday 2nd May 2026 at the Frankston RSL, 
hosted by the Lions Club of Frankston.  
There were 5 student representing their
individual V District.

Each student participated in an interview during the afternoon consisting of
questions from the five judges based on the student’s leadership, sporting and
community interests along with their academic achievements and general
knowledge. 

The State Final program included the students presenting both 2 impromptu
speeches and a prepared speech over the course of the evening. The two
impromptu topics required for each student to respond to on the night were:

When was the last time you have tried something new? What was it and was it
successful? 

If you were given the opportunity to run a business, what would it be and why?

Each student then gave an inspiring 5-minute prepared speech on their own
chosen topics:

Reina Conway (V1-4) “Time is a non-renewable resource”

Tiahan Rahman (V2) “What it means to be Australian”

Ethan Tangatutai (V3) “Competence is a form of compassion”

Isabella Aberl (V5) “We need to make CPR free so more people are qualified”
Matilda Waser (V6) “The Fire Services Levy”

Youth of the Year - State Finals

It was a privilege to have the opportunity to travel to Frankston to support the Cobram Anglican
Grammar Schools student Matilda Waser.repsenting the V6 District at the State Final. Matilda was a
wonderful ambassador for her family, School and V6.District Lions. We congratulate her on her
achievements, she has a fantastic future ahead if her - Cobram Lions Club



Continued.....

With four of the District Governors in attendance, and a crowd of 70 people, all
witnessed a great competition on the night, and it made a challenging decision
for the five judges. After much deliberation, the winner of the Public Speaking
Award was Ethan Tangatutai (V3), and the Overall Winner was Tiahan Rahman
(V2).

To finish the night, presentations of awards were made by YOTY State
Coordinator Kristie Box and V3 District Governor Geoff Anderson.

As State Winner Tiahan will now represent V-Districts in the National Final to
be held at the MD 201 Convention in Adelaide 22-25 May 2026.

Youth of the Year - State Finals



The Benalla Lions Club had a quiet month with only 2 projects.

On Thursday 7  May the Club hosted 3 guest speakers from the ARTC regarding
the Inland Railway and how the new Railway Station will look in Benalla, their
presentation was very informative, and when finished will provide easy access,
and plenty of parking for travellers. 

th

Bunnings BBQ on Saturday 9  May was cancelled, although our Benalla Lions
Club had a booking for this day, which was confirmed by their office in
December, their staff Coordinator who was recently appointed to look after the
BBQ’s, had taken another booking for this day as well.

th

On Friday 15  May our Club attended the P12 College – Avon Street Campus and
listened to 13 students. The students had researched their topics very well and
presented some very informative speeches, giving the Judges a difficult task in
choosing a Most Outstanding and Runner-up in both sections. Thank you to
President Peter Brown, Dan Brown, Anna Lynch, Helen and Chris Vaughan,
David Lowing, Peter and Margaret Poels.

th

The Benalla Lakeside Craft and Farmers Market was held on Saturday 23  May
which was well attended with 54 site holders. It was good to have 6 new site
holders, one being a food van, Min Min Kitchen who had some very nice food.

rd

Loch Lidgerwood, President Peter Brown and Denise Brown again conducted
the wood raffle which was well supported.

Thanks to Chris Vaughan for helping Peter and Margaret Poels to set up, and
Stephen Kelly and Anna Lynch for collecting site fees. Music was provided by
Billy Arnold which kept the crowd entertained with some old favourites.

Benalla Lions

Happy Anniversary - Walwa Jingellic Lions Club
Walwa Jingellic Lions club invites you to its 40th anniversary on
Sunday 9th August 2026, from 11am onward at the Walwa Hotel.

Join us to celebrate this milestone.
Lunch and drinks available at bar prices.

RSVP: 29th July 2026 - Phone Shirley & Don Cheshire 0260376231 or 0438376231
Email: ronda.teakel@bigpond.com.



Over the weekend of May 9th and
10th, in the company of seventy
Lions from across Australia, I
attended the Global Action Team
workshop in Melbourne.This event
brought together District
Coordinators involved with
Leadership, Service, Membership
and Extension within our Lions
community. It was very interesting
to be in the company of so many
dedicated Lions, and to listen to
their thoughts and ideas about our
organisation.Each session conducted
gave participants the opportunity to
be involved with discussion about
improving and promoting our
organisation.
The Service workshop session,
facilitated by PDG Savva Argyrou,
encouraged District Service
Coordinators to create a new service
project which could be used by any
Lions club. The project chosen by
participants was named Tech Buddy
Programme, with the aim of
providing technical assistance to
older age group phone users who
had limited or no technical
knowledge. We then performed a
SWAT analysis to look at the
strengths and weaknesses, before
accepting the finished product.
There will be many ongoing
comments about the future of this
project raised during our monthly
GST Coordinators Teams meetings.

Lion Warwick 
V6 Service Coordinator 

Service Report

At our annual Numurkah Combined
Service Clubs dinner held on Monday
May 11 , Lions Club member Roger
Newman was presented with the
prestigious Melvin Jones Fellowship by
fellow Lion and Melvin Jones Fellow
Lindsay Mitchell. Roger was
recognised not only for his
longstanding and magnificent service
to Lions but also the community of
Numurkah and District. Roger has
served as Numurkah Lions Club
President, Secretary and numerous
other roles including the club’s 1991 V6
District Convention chairman. Service
to the community was instilled in
Roger from an early age – as a young
boy he would help with wood
deliveries to Legatees, was a Young
Farmer, Apexian, and was a Numurkah
Shire Councilor and served as Shire
President. In attendance were five
Numurkah Lions Club Melvin Jones
Fellows – Henry Holmes, Doug
McKeown, Lindsay Mitchell, Des
Ginnane and Howard Lowe. Roger
became the club’s tenth Melvin Jones
Fellow. 

th

Numurkah Lions

https://www.lionsanzipacificforum.com/newsletters


Donation to Share the Dignity in Echuca + Moama - We are proud to have
donated to a worthy cause that supports the wider community. We believe in
helping initiatives that make a positive difference. This Australian charity is
helping thousands of people doing it tough by providing period products and
other essential items to women and girls facing homelessness, domestic
violence or poverty. Share the Dignity works with more than 3,000 charity
partners nationwide to improve access to basic necessities.  The charity says
no-one should have to worry about managing their period while navigating
crisis or financial stress. Through its national network and community-based
programs, Share the Dignity continues to highlight period poverty as a serious
issue affecting Australians across the country.

Moama Lions Backs Fill-a-Bag Program  - Moama
Lions has once again shown its commitment to
supporting the local community, announcing a
donation to the Crossenvale Community House
project, Fill-a-Bag. The program helps provide
essential food and grocery items to families in need
across Crossenvale and Echuca-Moama. With a
contribution of $759.50, one family will have access
to bread, milk, fresh produce, pantry staples, frozen
meals and other everyday necessities every week for
twelve months. Lion Colin Hosking presented the
cheque and joined the group for morning tea.

Henty Lions

Anzac Day - A wreath was laid
during the Anzac Day ceremony
by Lion Ron Rigoni and Lions
volunteer Ayrton Venn, with a
strong crowd in attendance.
The number of people taking
part in the march was also up
on last year, ref lecting growing
community support for the
annual event.



Continued....

Introducing Rupert, Our First Lions Cub - Our recent business meeting
included a very special introduction, as proud grandfather Lion Colin,
together with daughter Sophie and son-in-law Ayrton, who both volunteer at
our events, presented our first Lions Cub, Rupert, to members at just 7 weeks
of age. Rupert slept peacefully through the entire dinner and meeting,
delighting everyone present and adding a lovely sense of warmth to the
evening—although he may have found the proceedings just a little boring.

Moama Lions

The Cobram Lions had the pleasure
of welcoming a new member into
Lions and our club on May 12th -
Sean Steward.

We have also welcomed Stephen and
Claire Lomman who have transferred
to Cobram Lions from SA.

Cobram Lions

Leos - Over the last couple months the Tungamah Leos have been working on
our annual carp muster. The leos have been working tirelessly to organise
event categories, advertising, prizes(oh so many prizes!), and catering for the
day. Unfortunately the Carp Muster has been put back due to weather but will
be going forth in the warmer months! In addition the leos ran a Leo Disco,
with a spooky twist! Friday the 13th of March, a fantastic night with plenty of
fun and fear. We're already itching to have another one!

Lions - The Tungamah Lions have been busy with a brand new event, a Trivia
Night fundraiser for the Lions Assistance Dogs. We managed to raise over
$1000 for the program, and gave a further donation to Sari-Elle Kramer for her
"7 runs in 7 days" fundraiser. Our club is starting the return of our part of the
Green Canopy project. So far our club has organised over 300 trees to be
planted in our local region and there's interest for at least another 150 trees.

Tungamah Lions & Leos



Save 
the Date

23-25
October 2026
V6 District Convention

Kerang, Victoria

Jill Fielder from Albury Lions -
Hangs up her apron after 15 years
doing the Breakfast Club @ Glenroy
Public School.

What an amazing effort 

Echuca Lions
Donation to Echuca CWA for cateing
our recent Lions meeting.

Albury Lions

https://www.lionsanzipacificforum.com/newsletters


Get ready to Lap The Map in 2026. Be sure to get
in early and mark November in your calendars as
the month to support those living with Diabetes.
Last year, together we raised over $26,000 across
133 participants and 48 teams for those in
Australia living with diabetes. Ultimately a
successful outcome, but this year in 2026, we aim
to increase those numbers with the help of all
Lions across Australia. For that to happen, we
want to get the word out early and ask the Lions
community of Australia to start spreading
awareness for this amazing month-long event.
This year Lap The Map will be bigger and better
than ever! To stay up to date with all news and
updates regarding Lap The Map, be sure to follow
lapthemaplions on Instagram, and Lap the Map
on Facebook.

We also wanted to take the opportunity to
highlight National Diabetes Week 2026, which
will be running from July 12th – 18th. This special
week is an annual awareness campaign led by
Diabetes Australia that focuses on early
detection, reducing stigma, and promoting
equitable access to life-saving technology and
care for Australians living with all types of
Diabetes. 

As always if you have any questions about Lions
Assistance Dogs, or want to know more about our
Lap The Map 2026, Please contact us at:
development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au 

201V6 LCIF
Coordinators
Report
Please find attached,
somewhere in this Roar, a
f lyer outlining the “Winter
Is Coming To Ukraine 4”
(WICTU4) project, which
is an official LCIF roject. I
need to point out that if
Clubs would like to
donate, please make your
donation via Belinda, our
cabinet Treasurer, and
NOT to LCIF Oakbrook as
stated in the f lyer. 

Feel free to give me a call
if you want more details.

Ollie Tufvesson
District 201V6 LCIF
Coordinator
0477 143 336

Have
you seen

this
Lion?.

V5 Club visit left him with
a V6 Club somewhere

near Shepparton - do you
have him???

Contact me at -
v6roar@gmail.com if you

know anything please.

https://www.lionsanzipacificforum.com/newsletters
mailto:development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au
mailto:development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au


Yarrawonga Lions are incredibly proud of
Debbie. Once again, she has been
recognised for her dedication to our
f lagship project “The Made with Love
Chemotherapy Turbans Project”. Every
Tuesday, Debbie and the Turban Angels
gather at our clubrooms to sew. So far,
more than 87,000 pieces of headwear have
been made and distributed across Australia
and several countries. Thanks to donations
of materials and freight, the project has
grown significantly from its humble
beginnings.

Always humble about her achievements,
Debbie has also been recognised by local
Bunnings Activities Manager Tim Roadley
through a nomination for the Bunnings
Community Legends Award. The winner
will be announced on 4 June, which is also
Debbie’s birthday. The overall Community
Legends winner will receive a $10,000
donation for their chosen community
group or charity, a $1,000 Bunnings
voucher, and a trip for two to the Bunnings
Conference.

Good Luck Debbie – you are always a
winner to us.

Yarrawonga Lions



continued....

As is the norm with this time of the
year when we have a great number of
retired members, they tend to head
north for warmer weather or go the
whole hog and head overseas.

Rosters have still been filled, and we
actually dragged in one members
granddaughter to assist at a couple of
events. Thanks Lylli.
Our Membership drive was a terrible
day, weather wise but we still f lew the
f lag in Woolies carpark and explained
our organisation and Yarrawonga’s
projects.

Our Khub bbq managed to attract 5
members in one hit. 

Triple M hit town for an outside
broadcasting gig on the foreshore, we
assisted by providing a free sausage
sizzle for them to promote our Club.

Our Turban Angels and Lions
members have been popular with WIN
news and the general media with Lion
Deb being nominated for the National
Bunnings Community Legend award.

Always f lying the Yarrawonga Lions
f lag in some way it seems.
Yarrawonga Lions has donated $1000
in vouchers to our local Foodshare
group this month. This system has
proved very successful as the
Yarrawonga Foodshare Co Ordinator
Peter Ornsby can actually purchase
items for stock that are not available
in the Foodshare shop for clients
facing hard times.

Yarrawonga Lions



Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6

2026 Topics

If you could go on a holiday
anywhere in Australia, where

would you go and why? 

Tell us about it... e.g. What can
you see and what would you do

there?

If you could have dinner with
anyone in the world (a real person
past or present),  who would it be,

and why, and what would you
serve them for dinner?

Hint: You will need to research this
person to find out about their life.  

If you could redesign the“traditional Lions meeting”from scratch for 2026, whatwould it look like?

We say we WANT younger

leaders...but are we READY

for young leaders?Personally welcome them by name

Ask why they are interested in

becoming a Lion

Ask what causes, skills, or passions

matter most to them

Explain that Lions is about

empowering others, not just attending

meetings
Share the Lions purpose

Give them a simple overview of the

club, district, and Lions International

structure
Explain club expectations in plain

language
Invite them to an upcoming service

project before pushing them into a

formal meeting

Identify any concerns, past negative

experiences, or barriers they may

have

So you’re thinking of

joining Lions...

What are your thoughts abnoutpins and badges? With 1.4mmembers across the world - evenat the cost of $1 per pin that isgiven out that equates to $1.4mthat could be used for somethingelse...

What They’re talking about on Social Media...
This is a checklist a club has come up
with to give to mentors to use when
they are recruiting - for talking to
prospective new members.

Is leadership limited to Past

Club Presidents?  Many Lions

are ready to serve at District

Level long before they “climb the

ladder” in their own club.

https://www.lionsanzipacificforum.com/newsletters


MD 201 Convention - Adelaide
Registrations, set up and first day fun....



MD 201 Convention - Adelaide
Leo of the Year

Stalls to wander through & some service projects to help with...



MD 201 Convention - Adelaide
Around the Convention



MD 201 Convention - Adelaide
Leo Challenge - V6 crew.  Can you guess who go the worstershire sauce and not coke!

Meal times were also lots of fun - V6/V6 Combined dinner & Convention dinner



MD 201 Convention - Adelaide
Youth of Year National Final

What an incredible Lions YOTY National Final 2026! The standard of both the
prepared speeches and impromptu speeches was outstanding.  Such inspiring
young people, speaking with confidence, passion and leadership which would
have made it an incredibly tough decision for the judges. Congratulations to
Isabella from WA on being named the national winner! A wonderful
achievement. The future is certainly bright with young leaders like these
representing our communities.

The impromptu questions were:
What value have you inherited from a person in your life? And why is that
important to you?
What is the power of imagination?
Prepared speeches:
Taihan Rahman (V District Rep) - What is it to be Australian
Isabella Chalker (WA District Rep) - Building stronger Communities in a
disconnected age
Riley Broad (C District Rep) - The duality of mortality
Willow Cummins (T District Rep) - The voice of Youth
Amelia Cockren (Q District Rep) - Be the person in the arena
Ryan Toole (N District /Rep) - Connect over Perfection

https://www.lionsanzipacificforum.com/newsletters


District Changeover
Dinner

25th July
Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf club Resort

1 Gulai Rd, Mulwala

6.30 for 7pm start

Scan to book via trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/1594790

electronic payments to Lions Clearing
account: Westpac BSB 032-870 Acc 236646
- with name and DCO

$40 per person
Full bar available - drinks at bar prices
RSVP by 17th July to cabsec.V6@lions.org.au

https://www.trybooking.com/1594790


KERANGYARRAWONGAALBURY

LOST
Hopefully somewhere in the District

Flags from the
District Flag Set

Club name signs

Somewhere along the way, over the years, after conventions,
things have gone missing - the Convention committee is asking
if ALL clubs could please double check they don’t have them
hidden somewhere.  Maybe in a storage shed or someone’s

garage perhaps?

We’d love to get them back if we can to avoid the need to
purchase replacements. 

 Please contact Kerang Lions if you find anything!



Are YOU following us….

 
 

Facebook
http.facebook.com/201V6Lions

Member’s Only Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/

676430540448974

Instagram
Instagram.com/lionsdistrictv6

(@lionsdistrictv6)

District Governor
Paul Shortis

0407 854 829 ~ dg.v6@lions.org.au

 Cabinet Secretary
Lee Walkington

0400 576 383 ~ cabsec.v6@lions.org.au
 

Cabinet Treasurer
Belinda Cooper-Green

0479 114 275 ~ cabtreas.v6@lions.org.au

Welfare Officer
Sandra Temple 

0467 259 722
 rev.sandra.temple@gmail.com

PR  & Website Chairperson
Jo Guthrie

0428 366 220 ~ v6roar@gmail.com

Information Technology (IT) / Website        
Aydan Stark – Beswick 

0484 249 521

Helpful Links Diary Dates
JUNE

7  - LCI’s Birthdayth

15 -21  - Men’s Health Weekth st

11  - Thank a First Responder Dayth

14  - World Blood Donor Dayth

27  - Helen Keller Dayth

JULY
3  - International Plastic Bag Free

Day

rd

24  - International Self Care Dayth

25  - Christmas in Julyth

26  July - 2  August - Donate Life
Week

th nd

25  - District Changeover Dinnerth

26  - First Cabinet Meetingth

30  - International Day of Friendshipth

Thanks to Victoria Kennedy; Alex Russell (V5),
Jo Howell & Lions Australia for the photos that
have been included from the MD Convention.

~ Ed

http://http.facebook.com/201V6Lions
https://www.facebook.com/groups/%20676430540448974
https://www.facebook.com/groups/%20676430540448974
http://instagram.com/lionsdistrictv6
http://instagram.com/lionsdistrictv6
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